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INTRODUCTION 

This second booklet of walks gives easy routes of much the same lcnglh as 111 Vo l111 110 1, l.l' , I H 1 1 !1 1!1~ As l11r us possible 
they are also arranged so that public transport can be used. If you have 11 11 c11dy cxplo1 eel Nrn1111 ol 11111 1111 il cs of the first 
booklet you will already know of the delights to be found in OU r neighbo11rhood. I f 11 0 1, yrn1 wil l l111v1• I hu I pleasure to 
come, following these paths into the countryside around us. 

However, the following warnings must be repeated:-

1. The countryside is easily damaged by the care less actions of lhe people who visl l II (1111d Ho1111•lli 1 10~ hy lhe people who 
use it). The Country Code (page 13) is really only common sense 11nd we ask lhal It IN oh~111vml 111 1111 limes. Walkers are 
often unjustly blamed for litter left behind by others. Please leave no 111 to r! 

2. The Weald of Sussex is, as many who are gardeners will only too well huvc dlscovoll•d, cl11y li1111vy clr1y, which means 
that some of our paths can be muddy. In fact there are a few palhs in 011r orou which t11t• 11uv111 d1 y, uvc11 in summer. 
There cannot be too much emphasis put on the need for adequate foo lwoar. 

Should you find any problems when following these (or any o lhcr) walks, tho Norlh S t1SSl'X c.:1011p or lho Ramblers' 
Association would like to know about them (or the County Council as l !ighway Au lho1 lly If you p1ufor). The Ramblers' 
Association will attempt to remedy any obst ructions, i.e. barbed wire, missing stiles 01 b1ldgcs, dolu11 011t 1w llccs or 
overgrown paths .. Should you encounter a bull in a riel.d through which the path goos you should 11olll'y 1110 police (this 
is very unlikely). Before publication all these walks were checked, but changes t11kc pince which t nuld nwl<c lho description 
incorrect (for instance, if a gate or hedge described in the text is removed) .In th is case t no I Ito Nori h Sussex Group of 
Ramblers' Association would like to know at the address below. 

Enquiries about membership of the Ramblers' Association should also be sent to:

North Sussex Groups of the Ramblers' Association 
149 Three Bridges Road, Crawley, West Sussex (Crawley 24594) 

Some of these walks were originally published by the Crawley and District Observer in 1978. 

Credits 

These walks were written by P Lewis, G Hensman, G Mills and P Ticehurst. Sketch maps by P Lewis. Edited by G Mills. 
These booklets would not have been possible without the voluntary help of many other North Sussex Group members 
who checked and typed the text and produced photographs. Our thanks to them and Mr and Mrs Alderson . 
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WALK No. 1 WEST HOATHL Y CIRCULAR WALK - 4 miles (2 hours walking) 

West I-loathly is about seven miles from Crawley and is best 
reached by car. Buses serve the village only from East 
Grinstead or Haywards Heath and these are infrequent, with 
none at all on Sundays. 

1. In the middle of West Hoathly village you will find the 
church on one corner of the road junction and the Cat on 
the other. rt is from this point that this walk is described. 

Start by going northwards up the main street, past the school 
to .the road junction at West Hoathly Garage . Take the track 
just to the left of the Garage , then, avoiding the first left hand 
fork follow the now sunken track until you see an iron gate 
with a stile on its left. 

Go over this and down the field, usually well walked and a 
quite obvious path to a stone step which was once part of a 
stile, by an oak tree. 

Now go further down the left side of the field to the corner 
and a stile, down three stone steps, cross a forest track and, 
avoiding a path which forks to the left, go on to a stile into a 
field. 

Go straight on, along the left side of the field to a kiss gate 
hidden in the corner and into a narrow enclosed path, crossing 
a footbridge, then up, past the gate into Gravetye Manor 
Gardens, then between the red brick wall and a post and rai l 
fence out to the drive at the top. Cross this to the drive 
opposite (signpost "Man or Gardens Walk - Cross with care!") 

2. Follow this up the hill where it is also signpos ted "No 
Entry, Public Foot and Bridle Paths 0 nly", at first on tarmac, 
then gravel to the point where it goes downhill. At this point, 
overhead cables cross above from the left side of the track to 
the right and an iron post with a ball on the top may be seen 
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in the bushes at the junction. 

3. T urn right. T his woodland track will lead to Moatlands, 
but clo not turn into the f111m . A signpost indicates t hat th is is 
pr ivate and that the path cont inues a few yards farther and 
then veers left th rough rhoclodcnd rons to a concrete footpath 
sign. Then out of the driveway lo lh1.: road. 

4 . Turn left here for 300 yards, and lake the second track on 
t he right past Harestreak Ke1111cls by ano ther concrete sign
post, also marked " Road lo Farm O nly" . Fo llow this to 
Selsfield Place F arm, where you slioultl use the wooden gate 
to the left of the white iro n g<1l e; keep near to the hedge on 
the right to a footpath sign and a wooden k iss gate. Continue 
in the same direction un til, jus t before the field, turning left 
on a well worn path to the Turners II ill lo Ardingly road. 

5. T urn right . After 300 y<i,tl s, .1t Wyndham Croft, the first 
walled and boarded fence o n the left of the road, turn lef t in to 
the field and follow the wall cl own the righ l side of a stile. Go 
on in the same direction , but st ay in the fiel d to the left of 
the wood , to a gate and stile. Cont inue across the next field 
to another gate and stile. 

T o the le ft and below you will now see an iron gate, to the 
left of which is a stile. Afte r crossing this turn sha rp left . You 
should now not ice the red pa int markers o n prominent 
features along the route. Carry on clown, th rough a gate to the 
left of a five bar gate , keep right over a stone slab bridge 
between two stiles. 

Near the post carrying the power cables another stile leads 
up an enclosed path to the drive of Old House. T urn right, 
on the drive between two ponds, to the green gates and lodge 
at the road. 



N 

6. Cross and turn right for just a few yards and you will see 
an unusual brick st ile by a la rge single gate pillar. A notice 
he re shows paths to West Hoathly and Selsficld. Go down 
this path to a bridge (red paint on the oak tree) but turn 
immediately right, crossing a small ditch and stile into a field. 

Tu rn right and follow the edge of this round to the iron fence 
and a stile j ust I 00 yards before the end of th e field. This 

path through the wood will lead to a kiss gate and drive. Go 
left to the concrete drive near the farm and follow this to the 
point where it turns left. 

You should continue straigh t on and into the field , follow the 
left side of two fields making straight towards the church , 
over a stile to the corner to a narrow strip of land to the road 
( I ) immediately opposite The Cat. 

Selstield ~ 
Place Farm ~ .-'. 

"'-~~,_!02.-~~~~~:__~---=-===~s 0 
0 /// 4 Moatlands 

Selsfield V 
Common 

t 

The Cat Inn 

Not to scale ~ ~EST HOATH L Y 
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WALK No. 2 COPTHORNE to TURNERS HILL - about 4 Y2 miles (2Y2 hours walking) 

If trave lling by bus ask for the "Copthorne Ho tel". On week
days an hourly bus runs from Crawley and Three Bridges, and 
the same bus may be used to return from Turners Hill. On 
Sundays {hey are Jess frequent and this should be checked 
before leaving. This is one of the drier walks through fields and 
woods, crossing only one minor road. 

l. At Copthorne Hotel go into the hotel grounds via the 
No Entry traffic sign to the left of the buildings to the stile 
at the end of the car park. Go over this and turn right through 
a gateway to a stile on the left , then between barbed wire 
fences along the edge of the wood for about 200 yards, where 
the path en ters the wood. Continue on this and out the other 
side, along the left side of the field. At the end of this field, 
re-enter the wood on a broad path which bears to the right. 
This crosses a bridge and leads up to a barbed wire gate with 
a stile to the left. Cross and turn left, going over a fence by an 
electricity power line and further along the edge of the field to 
a stile. Go over this and turn right up the right edge of the field 
towards the house. Keep to the left of this and go through a 
five-bar gate into Rowfant Mill drive. 

2. Turn left down this tarmac drive to Rowfan t Mill and Mill 
Pond. After Yfill House the drive is unmetalled . Continue 
along this track and ignore the "Footpath" sign to the ieft at 
the right-hand bend. At the end of the track turn right by the 
cottages and then left by the burnt remains of some farm 
buildings. On the same track continue under the power lines 
to Rowfant Farm. 
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3. Where the drive turns left at Hill House go straight on, 
down an enclosed path, bearing righl on a track and over the 
bridge. Turn right and then left to pass under the archway of 
Rowfant House, keeping straight ahead on the drive, then 
lhe final SO yards over a footbridge to the road al Rowfant 
Lodge. 

4. Turn left along the road and after 300 yards turn right, just 
past the cottages, up a concrete t rack past the remains of the 
old railway bridge and the line of the new Worth Way which 
has been opened, mainly on the previous Three Bridges to East 
Grinstead railway, and which provides a country walk of some 
six miles. (A leaflet is available from West Sussex County 
Council). At about 200 yards past this, turn lef t over a stile to 
the right of a gate. This is Hundred Acre Wood, some of which 
has recently been felled but re-planted. Take the right-hand 
path which leads gently uphill , and where the path begins to 
descend take the left fork. After a fu rther I 00 yards fork 
right - uphill again. Keep in the same direc tion, bearing left 
where the coniferous trees commence and continue lo the far 
side of the wood. Go over the stile into the field with the 
covered reservoirs on your right. 

Keep close to the wire fence and where this stops join the 
concrete track and continue in the same direction out to t he 
road. 

S. Be ware of traffic! Turn right along this road, which goes 
uphill to the village of Turners Hill or, if using the bus, there is 
a stop very near the exit to the road. 

peterwhodge
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WALK No. 3 HORSHAM to HANDCROSS - 6 miles (3 hours walking) 

This is the second of two routes from Horsham which cross 
St. Leonards Forest. 

1. Starting from Horsham railway station, go across the foot
bridge to the eastern side of the station and walk up to the 
Bedford Arms on the corner. Turn left here and then right 
along Depot Road. At the end of this road, turn right and 
immediately left to go down Hampers Lane. Continue down 
the track, past a sign saying "Private Road Bridlepath Only". 
Passing on your right a reservoir used for local water supplies, 
you will soon reach a point where the track turns sharply left 
to St Leonards House. Here, bear to the right onto an 
unmetalled track known as ·sun Oak Road . After a few 
yards, a footpath sign on your left marks a path from Roffey. 
Continue along Sun Oak Road for about 15 yards, passing 
Stew Pond on your left. 

2. You might also be able to see Dry Pond on your right in an 
area designated as of Special Scientific Interest for its flora 
and fauna. Go through the bridlegate across the path and turn 
left through a kiss-gate onto a path alongside a hedge. This 
path is invariably muddy.· 

At the end of the field, cross a stile and follow the track 
through the woods. Keep to the middle of the path for the 
first few yards as there is a solid surface under the mud. 
Passing through the beech wooq, the way crosses a metalled 
farm track and continues over a stile and along the edge of 
a wood. When the wood ends, continue alongside the fence, 
down the hill and over a stile into St.Leonards Forest. 
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3. After a few yards, just before the Forestry Commission 
sign for the Lily Beds, take the track to the right. Continue 
until the path reaches a stream known as Sheepwash Gill. 
This is one of the head waters of the River Arun. Ford the 
stream and go uphill, crossing a wide fire break and con
tinuing through a Forestry plantation. 

Follow the signposts and horse barriers which mark the route 
up the hill and through the mature woodland of a nature 
reserve to a boggy area in a dip which is best crossed by 
keeping straight on rather than following the track which 
bears right. The path now rises to cross a long, straight and 
wide track known as Mick Mills Rae>:: . 

4. Cross and go down the path opposite . After about 10 yards 
take the path on the right which goes under the horse barrier. 
After a second barrier, the path crosses a bridge and climbs 
through the trees out to Grouse Road. 

5. Cross the road and take the bridleway opposite down the 
hill. After about 100 yards turn left through a bridlegate at a 
junction marked by a signpost. Cross the middle of the field 
along a faint track which drops slightly to a br idlegatc and 
signpost. Turn right to go over the stream by the concrete 
slabs and continue up the track and along the fence to a 
wooden gate. Passing through the gate, go up the hill following 
the edge of the field. After two fields you will come onto a 
concrete track. Continue in the same direction along this 
track, eventually coming out onto a busy road which leads 
into Handcross. 



6. Cross the road and turn left , walking along the right-hand 
ver~e to face oncoming traffic. After passing the entrance to 
Ashfold on your nghl. a stile and a "tomb-stone" footpath 
sign mark the way. 
Cross the stile and go down the hill to the stile by the gate. 
Continue downwards Lo another gate on the far side of the 
field where there are two stiles and a wood-slat bridge over 
the stream. Cross the small field to the stile by the corner of 
the wood on your left and head diagonally up the hill to 
another stile lcatling onto the road . 

/4~
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7. Turn right for 50 yards along the road and then left 
alongside Poyninghurst. The path runs by the side of a field 
and over a stile into the wood. Bear right over a stream and 
right again to a stile out of the wood onto a wide track leading 
to Park Road on the edge of Slaugham village. 

8 . Turn left on this metaUed driveway and in about a mile, 
when the approach-road to the A23 is reached , (9) tum left 
and then right into Handcross village. 

Buses run on weekdays to Crawley and l/aywards Heath, but 
check times beforehand. No service on Sundays. 

Mick Mills Roco 
A23 t 

N o 1 10 S<:<1le N l\ l 
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SLAUGH AM 
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WALK No. 4 BALCOMBE to FURNACE GREEN - 6 miles (3Yi hours walking) 

Several of this series of walks have been arranged to start at 
Balcombe and it would be impossible to use completely 
different routes for each. Some will use paths or parts of paths 
already described, perhaps in the opposite direction. 

Balcom be is served by a regular train service and also a week
day bus service. Check times before leaving. 

1. From Balcombe station cross the road to the path next to 
the telephone box and cross into the next road (Newlands). 
Turn right and bear left along Oldland A venue to the road 
junction by a post box. 

2. Turn left for 200 yards and then right between the first 
house and the allotment gardens, on a footpath which has 
now been upgraded to a bridleway as part of the improve
ment in the network following the building of the Ardingly 
Reservoir. A bridle gate, next to a railed gate, leads into the 
field. Make straight for the single pole of the electricity 
power line. From here you may get a glimpse to the right of 
the reservoir. Go on down near the side of the field to a bridle 
gate and signpost. 

Turn left into the wood (dogs on a lead, please) on a well used 
path, bearing left then right and turning left at the signpost to 
a gate into the road. (Ignore the field gate to the left). Turn 
left for 50 yards, then right down the drive signposted 
"Private: Woodwards Farm; no through road." 

3. Continue on the drive past the lake for 500 yards until 
you reach a stile next to an iron gate and signposts on the 
right. Go over and keep to the left side of the field to the 
stile in the corner. Turn left and .make for the tall tree at the 
top of the field. Turn right oveF. the stile between the gates 
and follow the right side of this next field to the farm track. 
Turn left past the farm until you arrive at the double iron 
gates (often left open) . 
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4. Do not go through these but turn right onto a woodland 
path. Co down to a left bend but at this point go straight on 
to the fence in which are placed stepping rails leading into the 
field. Now make straight toward the double poles. When you 
reach them turn half right to the gate and the road. Turn left 
along this, passing the crossroads and continue towards 
Turners Hill. There is usually little traffic here but normal 
precautions should be taken. After half-a-mile the road goes 
into woodland and there are paths near the road which are 
parallel and more pleasant for another half-a-mile until you 
reach the "Private Drive to Park House". 

5. Opposite this turn left over a step in some rai ls next to an 
iron gate, down a track alongside a forest plantation to two 
stone bridges. Now go up, ignoring the stile on the right, on a 
track but using the stiles to the left of the iron gates on the 
way to a more open chalky track. Follow the barbed wire 
fence and, at the junction, the red gravel path. After I 50 
yards, where this path turns right, go straight on, over a stile 
in some iron rails by a signpost. Now cross the golf course 
directly to the gate to the left of the house at the road. 

6. Turn left along a path just inside the fence for 400 yards 
then, where a drive can be seen forking off the opposite side 
of the road by a red brick house, cross and follow this drive 
for another 600 yards to the Balcom be Road. Beware of the 
traffic. 

7. Cross to the path immediately opposite and go through the 
woods on a clear track for a mile to a small bridge over 
Stamford Brook, and then the railway bridge near Bakombe 
Tunnel. 

8 . After this, turn right into the second opening, then straight 
::>n and up through more forest plantations to the bridge over 
the M23 . Now go straight on - not under the pylons anti 

peterwhodge
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power lines - to a junction of five ways. Here fork left down 
to a signpost. Turn right through rhododendrons for half-a
mile to the houses of Furnace Green, past tennis courts to 
your right and at the first road rum right and then left (9) at 
the telephone box in Maiden bower Drive, Furnace Green. 
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WALK No. 5 GATWICK AIRPORT to COPTHORNE - 3 miles (2 hours walking) 

There are several footpath routes starting from Gatwick 
Station and services from all directions are good. Frequent 
buses run.from Horley or Crawley. 

At Gatwick Airport make your way to the southbound 
carriageway of the A23 and look for the footpath sign some 
200 yards south of the terminal building. Turn left through 
the gap in the fence and walk back toward the footbridge 
through newly planted trees and over the railway. 

1. At the other side of the bridge turn right, then left along 
an enclosed path with an embankment on the right. After 
200 yards go over a stile and after 50 yards cross a car park 
access road to the enclosed path opposite and continue to a 
footbridge over another road. Follow this path to the red 
brick bungalow. 

2. Continue past the bungalow on the tarmac track and after 
about a quarter of a mile, where the road bends to the left, 
turn right onto a soft enclosed track. Keep on this for almost 
half a mile until you reach a junction. Keep almost straight 
ahead and go over the stile slightly to the left. Make diagonally 
across this field to where the hedge juts out to another stile in 
this far hedge; go over this into the next field. Turn right, 
keeping to the right-hand edge, to the corner and a step over 
some rails into the wood. Continue through the wood in the 
same direction, passing the bungalow on your left, then 
between houses to the road . · 
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3. Beware of traffic! The next part of this walk is alongside 
busy roads. Cross and turn left to Black Corner: turn right 
here and continue for about 600 yards passing Norfolk 
Lodge on your left. 

4. Opposite the next road junction turn left over the stile by 
the iron gate along a tarmac track to a second similar stile. 
Continue and go over the motorway bridge. 

5. At the far side turn right over a stile by a gate alongside 
the fence for two fields, parallel to the motorway. At the 
wooden footpath sign fork left alongside the edge of the 
wood until you come to some rails. Pass to the right of these 
and over two culverts. Keep left alongside the drainage channel 
into the<:opse and onto an embankment. 

6. To your right is Heathy Ground Pond, now almost dry 
because of the breach in the embankment. Continue over the 
footbridge, stay in the same direction (avoiding the right fork) 
between rhododendrons on the left and a post and wire fence 
on the right to a track . Cross this and continue in the same 
direction to the road. This, too, is a very busy road. Turn left , 
then cross to th e wide green verge and walk past the entrance 
to Copthorne Hotel to the bus stop. (7) 

l 
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WALK No. 6 AROUND CRAWLEY WALK 

The walks described in this bookle t and in the first volume 
have all been within easy reach of Crawley. It will have been 
noticed that many start and finish outside Crawley. Indeed, 
the finish ing point of one walk has often been the starting 
point of another, and it does not need much imagination to 
realise that by the combination of several walks it is a simple 
matter to follow at least one complete circle without going 
more than five miles away from the centre of the town! It 
also means that, although a complete circuit is a very long 
way, one can walk as much or as little as one pleases, and 
continue at a later date. 

On the sketch map roads used by buses from Crawley a re 
shown and railway stations with a service either to Crawley 
or Three Bridges. The rou tes are shown, together with their 
number, prefixed A for those described in Vol. I and B for 
those in Vol. 2. 

Suggested combinations are: 
Start at lfield: A 7 to Charlwood, AB to Gatwick, 8 5 to 
Copthorne, B2 to Rowfant, A2 to meet AS route south of 
Maiden bower rarm, then continue to Pease Pottage and use 
A4 back to Ifield, a to tal approx. distance of 23 miles, or 
for a longer route: A3 fro m I field, join A 7 at I field Wood 
to Russ Hill, then B 1 I to Chari wood. AB to Ga twick , 8 5 to 
Copthorne, B2 to Rowfant, A 12 to Worth Abbey, B4 to 
Balcom be, A I 0 to Staplefield, A6 to Slaugham, B3 to 
St Leonards Forest and B7 back to Ifield. Total dis tance 
approx. 32 miles. Numerous o ther combinations are 
possible, but check beforehand to be sure of transport. 
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THE COUNTRY CODE 

Please: 

1. Guard against all risk of fire 

2. Fasten all gates 

3. Keep dogs under proper control 

4. Keep to the paths across farmland 

5. Avoid damaging fences, hedges and walls 

6. Leave no litter - take it home 

7. Safeguard water supplies 

8. Protect wildlife, wild plants and trees 

9. Go carefully on country roads 

10. Respect the life of the countryside 

-~~-·-··,,) 

... ..... 
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WALK No. 7 ROFFEY to IFIELD via ST LEONARDS FOREST - 6 miles (3 hours walking) 

Formerly a Royal Forest, St Leonards was a source of charcoal 
for the iron smelting industries of the area. Horsham stone, 
used for roofing and paving stones, and iron ore are found in 
the Forest, and the number of Hammer Ponds is evidence 
of an extensive iron industry founded by the Romans and 
continued until the 17th century. 

Much of the Forest now belongs to the Forestry Commission 
and great care should be taken to guard against the fire risk 
during dry spells. 

Mick Mills Race, a forestry track, straight for over a mile and a 
quarter is reputed to be the site of a race between Old Nick -
the Devil - and Mick Mills, a noted smuggler. Mick Mills won 
the race and the track has been named after that event. 

I. You may travel to Horsham by bus and should alight at 
Roffey Corner. Go back to the traffic lights, cross and turn 
right into Harwood Road, the "Roffey Relief Road". After 
50 yards, go down a path running alongside the housing 
development. 

Follow the path into Leechpool Woods, keeping to the main 
track, which bears slightly left at this point. After 100 yards , 
the path drops··down to a stream. Cross the bridge, go along 
the causeway and continue up the h ill between two fences. 

On reaching the houses at the top, go through the gate and 
follow th e narrow path along the edge of a field. This path is 
known locally as Bird Cage Wall<. The path reaches a wide 
track called Sun Oak Road, where you turn left, passing 
Stew Pond on your left. You may also be able to see Dry 
Pond on your right in an area designated as of "Special 
Scientific Interest for its flora and fauna. 

2. After about 20 yards go through the bridlegate across the 
path and turn sharply left through a kissing-gate onto a path 
alongside a hedge. This path is usually muddy. At the end of 
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the field, cross a stile and follow the track through the woods. 
Keep to the middle of the path for the first few yards as there 
is a solid surface under the mud. 

Passing through the beechwood, the way crosses a metalled 
farm road and continues over a stile and along the edge of a 
wood. Where the wood ends, continue alongside the fence, 
..down the hill and over a stile into St Leonards Forest. 

A ft er a few yards there is a Forestry Com mission sign to the 
Lily Beds and a small pond on your left. Continue up the fire 
break for about 200 yards until the path fla ttens out and you 
see a stream passing in a culvert underneath the path . 

Immediately after the stream a very narrow track in the 
heather can be seen on the left. Continue up this to the horse 
barrier. Cross the horse track and under another barrier. 
Continue until you go under a horse barrier to reach the wide 
track known as Mick Mills Race, opposite a notice saying 
" Riding by permit only". 

3. Go straight across and down the hill , through a narrow 
section on the left and down some steps to a wide path where 
you turn left. After a few yards the path splits; take the 
narrow path to the right, ignoring the wide tracks forking in 
fro nt of you. 

After a further few yards you will see a notice - "Private 
Property No Bridleway". Continue along this path for 50 
yards and fork left at the footpath sign leading up to the left 
of the farm buildings. Follow this onto a metalled track and, 
bearing left, continue for about a mile where the track turns 
left to the village of Colgate. 

4. Turn right at the main road by the pub and walk along the 
pavement to the end of the village. Continue along the road
side verge to a half-hidden metal bridleway sign on the left 
just past Black Hill Stud. 



5. Turn down this bridleway and _follow the wooden signposts 
along the path through the woods until you reach the main 
Horsham.Crawley road, A 264. 

6. Hourly bu~ services back to Horsham or Crawley (les,~ 
frequent on Sundays) will stop at the nearby bus stop if 
required. 

Cross the road to the path indicated by a wooden bridlegate 
sign and continue along the field boundary, and about 100 
yards before the overhead electricity line is reached go through 
the gate on the left which has a notice " Keep gate shut 
cattle here". rollow now the path made from clinker from 
the old iron workings. Cross the stream by a culvert. Take 
care not to fall in! 
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7. Drainage work in conJunction with the Bewbush develop
ment has caused this culvert to be badly eroded . It is hoped 
that this will be repaired soon. Having crossed the culvert, turn 
right across the field to a bridlegate in the hedge. Continue 
paralle l to the railway line to the ramp of the new bridge over 
the rai lway. Cross this bridge, and turn right along the gravel 
track along the back of the houses. 

Continue to the dam of the Mill Pond and !field Mill, now 
being restored. ow take the road, turning right at the new 
roundabout at Rusper Road to continue towards ffield. Turn 
right into Tangmere Road and right again into Ifield Drive and 
(8) the railway sta tion . 

Buses and 
Horsham. 
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WALK No. 8 TURNERS HILL to EAST GRINSTEAD - S miles (2Yi hours walking) 

Number 434 bus can be used to reach the starting point of 
this walk and the same service will return you e ither to 
Turne rs Hill o r Crawley. Weekday services are al least o ne bus 
an hour, l{.ut much less frequent on Sundays. 

I . From the Green at Turners Hill (Crown bus stop) take the 
B2028 road towards Crawley Down. After some 300 yards, 
where the loop road on the left comes back to the main road, 
turn right by a concrete footpath sign along an asphalt drive. 
l n a few yards branch le ft over a stile by another concrete 
sign into a pasture. Drop down to the lefl and follow the left 
side of the field to another stile by a gate. Head roughly 
straight across the large fie ld in front of you maintaining 
approximately the same height and following a path worn 
by horses. 

Leave the field by a s tile to the left o f a house, cross the 
metalled drive and fo llow the direction of the footpath sign 
along an old lane. This curves to the left and right, and when 
you emerge into the open, fork left before turning left into 
ano ther old lane. 

2. Follow this downhill. It can be muddy in places but there 
is . an alternative path along the top of the left-hand bank . 
After an uphill section , which is narrower, you will emerge 
at a metalled drive by the entrance to Sandhill Farm . Turn 
left and stay on this drive which bends to left and righ t. 

3. Where the road bears left again at the southern tip of 
Crawley Down turn sharp right onto a hard track called 
Burleigh Lane and follow this to Burleigh Farmhouse. 

4. Al the entrance to this, climb the fence to the left and 
continue in the same direction along the right side o f three 
fields before you climb a stile, then head straight across the 
centre of the next field to a bridge over a stream . Continue 
straigh t ahead with a hedge and stream to your left, climbing 
a stile after the first short field. Where the hedge runs away 
to lhr left head straight across the field, through a broken 
hedge lo a fence at the left-hand end of the longer row of 
conifers ahead of you. Pass through this narrow bell of trees 
and pass a silage tip on your right lo a mud track leading to 
Tilkhurst on your right. 

S. Turn left here along this track, ignoring the minor t rack 
forking right. After the next gateway, whe re the t rack bears 
right , go straight o n, heading to the left of a clump of trees 
and a pond in the middle of the next field . Pass through 
another gateway to the right of an old barn and cross the 
following field at a slight angle to the right of a circle of 
scrubby bushes containing another pond and a boggy area. 

6. You now emerge at the old l:.ast Grinstead to Three Bridges 
railway line, now closed and made a "linear country park" 
known as the Worth Way. Go across this and fo llow a well 
worn path ahead to Gulledge Farm. 
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7. Immediately past the farm turn right on a concrete track 
and, passing Imberhorne F arm on your right continue on 
th is track to the road ( l mberhornc Lane). 



8. Continue along the old lane opposite, fo llowing the bridle
way sign. Stay on this, over two crossing roads and then turn 
sharp right at the far end onto Park Road. Turn left, going 
over the railway bridge and take the llrst turmng righ I 
(Crescent Road) . At the end turn right co lead almost 
immediately to the British Rail car park and the footbridge 
on your left to l:.ast Grinstead railway station. 
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9. The train service from here is of little use if you would 
return to Crawley, but from the nearby stop the bus service 
will take you back to Turners Hill or Crawley. 

Footno te 
A leafier about the Worth Way is obtainable from the West 
Sussex County Council. Ask at your local library. 
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WALK No. 9 CRAWLEY DOWN CIRCULAR - Smiles ( 2Yi hours walking) 

1. We start at the War Memorial in Crawley Down at the 
junction of Vicarage Road, Hophurst Lane and Sandy Lane. 
Go along the pavement on Sandy Lane for approximately 
50 yards and then take a stony track on the right on the o ther 
side of the road where the housing development ends. Remain 
on this track round a double bend and shortly the track 
becomes metalled and runs through woodland . Stay on this 
track as far as the entrance to a large unnamed house and at 
this point bear left along a signposted narrow path past the 
house, emerging in due course on a crossing path. T urn right 
and follow this onto a metalled road (the end of Lake View 
Road, Furnace Wood). 

2. Go straigh t ahead along the metalled road in front of you 
and where the woodland which shields the houses thins out 
and the road bends slightly to the left take the stile ahead 
just to the right of the road. Go straight past the buildings, 
through a gate into a field. Head across this field very slightly 
to the right to another field gate at the end and follow along 
the edge of the next field with the hedge on your left, to 
emerge over a stile by a gate in Hophurst Lane at a dangerous 
bend. 

3. Taking appropriate precautions, cross the road and turn 
left along the verge. R emain on the road until you reach a 
flint track on your right leading to Hillway Nursery. 
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4. Follow this track until it curves away to the left after 
crossing the Felbridge water. Cross the stile on your right 
and continue in approximately the same direction as before 
up the slope of a field to a stile by a gate in the hedge ahead 
of you. Continue along a grassy track to another stile by a 
gate, then crossing the field ahead of you half left to the left 
hand edge of a belt of trees lo reach a crossing dirt/grass 
track by yet another stile by a gale. Turn left along this , 
shortly gaining the benefit of extensive views to the north. 

5. At Gullege Farm turn right along the grass strip to the 
right of the metalled access, going past the house into an old 
Jane which leads down to the disused railway line between 
East Grinstead and Three Bridges, no w owned by the County 
Council and turned into a linear country park known as 
Worth Way . 

6. Turn right along this and follow it fo r some dis tance into 
and through the t!xpanding housing estates on the western 
edge of Crawley Down , following the signposts, via Cob Close, 
Haze l Way, Woodland Drive and Burleigh Way to the shopping 
parade. 

7. Turn right hy the Prizefighter and keep straight ahead with 
the Green on your left along Bowers Place. Take the path 
ahead of you at the Health Centre and you then return in a 
few yards to thL: War Memorial where you started. (I) 
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WALKNo.10 BALCOMBE to WA KEHi JRST PLACE and return -- 7 miles (3Yi hours walking) 

This is a popular starting point for many walks, firstly because 
it is one of the few villages which h as a regular train service, 
even at weekends, and, secondly, because it is possible to 
walk on public paths in almost any direction. Thirdly, it has 
so much beautiful countryside around it . 

There are hills, but not too steep, meadows, woods, and 
considerable areas of Jakes. The new Ardingly reservoir is 
partly in the parish.of Balcombe and this already contains a 
vast area of water. The scars of the work will, we hope, soon 
heal, and eventually be a valuable addition to the landscape. 
See walk in Vol. I. 

I. From the Half Moon in Balcombe village, go down the 
"No through road" past Balcombe Stores, and turn right 
where it is signposted "Cricket" . After 5 0 yards turn left 
through a kiss gate and keep to the left of the field past 
Balcombe House. 

Just past the secoitd large oak tree marked with a blob of 
orange paint, go over the stile in the fence . Keeping left 
around the large hollow and then near the large iron pipes 
turn left down the steps, over a plank bridge, to the small 
fence around the spring. The water here can be seen coming 
out of the ground. Continue.up to the drive which is just past 
the stile and signpost. 

2. Turn right along this drive for about quarter-mile until 
you reach the large stone bridge over a stream. 

3. Thirty yards past this, turn s!)arp right (n'o signpost), 
across a boggy area and after only I 00 yards turn left at the 
fence, up through the wood on a distinct path to a wooden 
gate . 

Go into the field and walk straigh t towards the right hand 
corner of the wood in front of you and through two iron 
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gates. Now go diagonally to the right across the field, crossing 
a line of electric fencing where it is covered by plastic tubing, 
to the gate in the corner of the field . 

The wire here can be unhooked . Go through the gate and turn 
left on a farm track, through the large double iron gates and 
turn left into the wood immediately. 

4 . After some 200 yards, where the path bears left, continue 
straight ahead towards the chestnut fence and climb over 
where two rails have been fixed for this purpose. 

Make straight now for the double poles of t he power line to 
the far right of the three farm houses. When you reach the 
poles, turn half right to the gate and the road. This is usually 
a quiet road. 

5. Turn left to the crossroads and turn right towards New 
House and Great Strudgate. A st ile is provided in the fence to 
the left of the ga te . From, here you may notice splashes of 
blue paint at different points along the route where this path 
has been waymarked. Continue on this drive for about a mile 
to Newhouse Farm. 

6 . Just before the farm turn righ t over a stile next to the 
white iron gate .and keeping to the left or the field , up to and 
through another iron gate. Continue in the same direction 
with the wood to the right. 

1 n the corner of the fie ld go over the rails into the wood and 
bearing first right down the sunken track, then left to a bridge, 
cross and go up the other side to a sunken cross track. Here 
are two white footpath signs. 

Cross this track and bear right then steeply up. to a st ile on 
the right of some rails (one upright marked RMP 76 on the 
side.) 



.1ai-.c i11 the s3me direction to the far corner of the field and 
the three tall spruce trees, over the stile and again into the 
woods to a cross track. Cross this and the rail fence continu
ing in the same direction to the stile to the right of t'he house. 
Go over this and turn right on the drive of Wakehurst Place. 

7. Bear right at the fork (not into the Goods Entrance) and 
when: the drive next bears right, go over the remains of a stile 
between a five-bar gate and the telephone pole. Make straight 
past the tank on the horse trough to the farthest bottom 
corner of the field. 

Cross the stile and follow the metal footpath signs down hill. 
At the giant sequoia tree go down the sunken path, usually 
rather damp , and cross the bridge at the bottom. About 80 
yards past this, turn left down hill to another bridge, then 
steeply uphill to a track. Continue up this a short distance to 
a gate. On the right-hand uprigh t will be found the let ters 
RTM 69. 

Go through the gate and turn left, up the bank and follow 
the field boundary uphill to a stile at the road. This path has 
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been recently clivL·rkcl arou11cl this field instead of going 
through the middle of the crops. 

8. Cross the road to the track almost opposite. Where this 
bears right, near the farm buildings, go straight on over a stile 
and down the left side of a field, then left at the next stile by 
a gate (white footpath sign). 

Now diagonally to the far corner of th is field find another 
stile and after crossing turn right along the tdp edge of the 
next field to a stile by a gate and a concrete track. Turn left 
down to Balcombe Lake. 

9. At the far end of the lake turn right over a stile near the 
Haywards Heath Angling Society notices. Cross this field to 
another stile and bear first left, then right, up the line of a 
hedgerow, now gone, to the top of the field by a gate. 

Turn left along the top of this to a kiss gate. T hen through 
another small paddock to the cricket fie ld. Round to the right 
is the grassy track leading up the hill and back to the star ting 
point at the Half Moon (1 ). 



WALK No. 11 CHARLWOOD CIRCULAR -- 3Y2 miles (2 hours walking) 

It is fully appreciated that Charlwood is not in Sussex, but 
despite the title of this booklet it was felt that it was 
sufficiently close to be included. This is a round walk in very 
rural countryside, in spite of its proximity to Crawley and 
Gatwick. 

1. Enter the churchyard by the gateway next to the War 
Memorial and by the Half Moon public house. 

Go up the path, passing the lych gate on your right. Shortly 
after this you will see a stile in the hedge to the .left. Go over 
this and make toward the left end of the houses, diagonally 
across the field, over a brick farm bridge and up the right side 
of the field beyond for about 100 yards. 

Now go over the stile on your right and turn left up the 
hedgerow to another stile. Cross this and the next two 
paddocks, with a stile in the fence between. Finally go over a 
stile at the base of a large oak tree to a green lane. 

2. Cross this to another stile by a signpost which has no arm 
and go up the field towards the highest point; over another 
stile by a sleeper fence post, then up the next field toward the 
right-hand corner of the farm buildings. Go over the stile and 
up the enclosed path to the road. 

3. On the other side of the drive to the house go through the 
iron gate, turn right and walk up the field, close to the road, 
to a stile in the hedge, then up another field to a post and rail 
fence. Squeeze through the gap left in this fence (lift the 
middle rail) to another fence with a similar gap and out onto 
the road. Turn left alongside the new boarded fence and just 
past the house go over the stile into the field, walking parallel 
again to the road with a hedge in between. In the corner 
climb another stile.into the road. 

Continue now along the road, but beware of traffic. passing 
Beenleigh on your right to a green footpath sign by the stile. 
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4. Go over this and over the iron bar to the left of the stable 
buildings, then make for the far end of the paddock to a step 
over rails into Glovers Wood. 

Continue in the same direction, following red and yellow 
blobs of paint on the trees. The path becomes well defined 
after a short distance, however. Where it turns to the right 
continue in the same direction (5) down into the valley'. 
across a sleeper bridge, up the steps on the far side until you 
reach a wide crossing track. Cross this and slightly to the right 
you will find the path again, but less distinct. At the next 
cross track ignore paths to left and right and go ahead to the 
right of a forked tree with a red marking, going on a track 
parallel to the field on the left. After about 400 yards go over 
rails into the field and continue along the left side of this to 
an iron gate and the road by a signpost. 

6. Turn right along the road and after 100 yards turn right 
again over a stile by a signpost into the field. Keep near the 
hedge on the right but make for the stile some 25 yards away 
from the corner. 

Over the short plank bridge and another stile turn half left 
and make diagonally across towards the nearest of the houses 
on the far side reaching the fence. About 50 yards from the 
corner turn· left along the fence to a squeezer, bridge and stile 
and continue in the same direction to another bridge ,and stile 
at the farm track. Cross this and go into the next field, 
following the right side down to another sunken track -
Beggarhouse Lane. 

7. Turn right here. For half a mile.it has a soft surface, but it 
is then tarmac for the last 400 yards to the road. (Ignore the 
drive to The Greenings to the right). 



8. By till! no tice " Bcggarhouse Lane" •urn right along a narrow 
path close to the road. At Barnfield Farm Guest House 
ignore the drive to the right and go through the gap m the 
white fence and down a narrow enclosed path to a stile. Go 
over this into a field. 
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Carry on down the left side of this and three further fields, 
over a final stile into an enclosed track between cottages to 
the road. 

9. Turn left for J 00 yards to the Village Hall, then right to 
get back to the Church. 
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While every care has been taken in compiling this guide, the publisher and the North Sussex Group of the Ramblers' 
Association give notice that it will not be responsible fo r: 

1. Any accidents resulting from the use of this guide book. 
2. Any acts of trespass or damage committed by individuals using this guide book. 

During compilation of this guide book care has been taken to ensure that the routes described follow public rights of 
way which are shown on the definitive map taking into account amendments due to diversion or ex tinguishment orders 
made since the date of the def initive map. 'Nevertheless from time to time further diversion or extinguishment orders 
will be made and it is possible tha t a path may no longer be open for public use on the route described. Jn some cases 
proposals for di11ersions have been notified to the compilers and these are included in the appropriate walk often with a 
note to this effect. Within the area covered by this guide book, a byelaw prohibits the placing of a bull with or without 
cattle in a field traversed by a public right of way . Any infringement of this bye/aw should be notified to the police 
immediately. 

THE RAMBLERS' ASSOCIATION 

The Ramblers' Association is a national organisation for those who enjoy walking in the countryside. It is devo ted to 
protecting and improving access on foot to the countryside and to the conservation of those landscapes which walkers 
especially value . 

The Association's national office has a small paid staff concerned with promoting in Parliament the in terests of walkers. 
Ministers and MPs are lobbied about issues of concern, comments made on proposed new legislat ion and sympathetic MPs 
and Peers briefed for debates and committee proceedings affecting public access to the countryside. 

Locally, the Sussex Area of the Association has over 1000 members, toge ther with four Local Groups of members and a 
number of affiliated rambling clubs and amenity societies. Members are encouraged not only' to use the extensive network 
of public paths by means of the many organised walks, but also to work for their protection and enhancement so that the 
County's fine heritage of public rights of way may continue to give pleasure, interest and exercise to all who use them . 

Membership of the Ramblers' Association is open to all individuals and organ isat ions with an interest in the countryside, and 
details are available from Miss P Lewis, 6 Gladstone Road, Burgess Hill, West Sussex Rf-1 15 OQQ, telephone Burgess Hill 42638. 

Publ ished by A J & EM French. 45 South Street, Chichester. W Sussex and printed by St Richard's Press Ltd (T.U.i Leigh Rd, Chichester , Sussex, England 

24 



... 

/ 

r Worth l,Vinter Scene nea 



MAPS AND PUBUCA TIONS AVAILABLE 

Ordnance Survey Maps 
1 : 50,000 No. 187 Covers a larger area than is covered by these walks. If paths are well used and clear this will normally 
be adequate . - £ 1.50 
1 : 2 5,000 1st Series Much more detail but covers a smaller area: - - 80p each 
TQ 23 Covers most , but not all of the area. 
TQ 13 Covers Horsham 
TQ 24 Covers only the northern part of the area 
TQ 33 Covers all of Worth Parish and part of Balcom be 
TQ 34 Covers only a very small part in the north-east. 
I : 25,000 2nd Series Contains all the necessary detail plus public oaths distinctly marked. Not yet printed for the main 
area of walks, but the most southernly routes are on TQ 22/ 32. - £ 1.30 

All the above are available at any Ordnance Survey Agent or North S ussex Group (see address below) 
Worth Parish Map I : 25 ,000 Produced by the Parish Cou ncil. Shows all paths (with their numbers) in the whole of Worth 
and others outside (not numbered). A bargain at only 50p. 
Balcom be Parish Map 1 : 12,000 A larger scale and very clear map, but with some minor mistakes. - 75p 
North Sussex Group of the Ramblers' Association - Four Walks South of Crawley - 15p 
A Ramblers Atlas of Western Sussex - The Pathfinder's Guide - £ 1.50 per volume 
T he series gives all the Righ ts of Way in Western Sussex . Each volume shows all the paths in detail and covers some 
260 square miles of country . It is based on the OS First Series with maps shrunk to abou t 2 inches = I mile. Published by 
A J & E M French , 45 South St reet , Chichester. 
Volume I North Revised March 1979 stretches from the Downs to Alton and Milford in the North and Selborne to West. 
Volume II South Revised June 1978 goes from the Downs to the Coast, with Havant its western extreme and the outskirts 
of Arundel its eastern boundary . 
Volume m East Published March 1977 goes from the Coast to north of Horsham, with Arundel its western boundary and 
Lancing its meeting point with the OS Leisure Map of Brighton and Sussex Vale. 
Volume IV North East Pu blished September 1979 takes in Crawley as its mid-point and nearly reaches Dorking and 
Reigate to the north. · 

A II these publications can be obtained from the North S ussex Group of the Ramblers ' Association, 2 7 Marlowe Court, 
London Road, Crawley. Please enclose 1 Op per item for postage; any excess will be refunded. 



WALK No. 6 AROUND CRAWLEY WALK 

The walks described in this booklet and in the first volume 
have all been within easy reach of Crawley. It will have been 
noticed that many start and finish outside Crawley. Indeed, 
the finishing point of one walk has often been the starting 
point of another, and it does not need much imagination to 
realise that by the combination of several walks it is a simple 
matter to follow at least one complete circle without going 
more than five miles away from the centre of the town! It 
also means that, although a complete circuit is a very long 
way, one can walk as much or as little as one pleases, and 
continue at a later date. 

On the sketch map roads used by buses from Crawley are 
shown and railway stations with a service either to Crawley 
or Three Bridges. The routes are shown, toge ther with their 
number, prefixed A for those described in Vol. 1 and B for 
those in Vol. 2 . 

Suggested combinations are: 
Start at !field: A 7 to Charlwood, A8 to Gatwick, BS to 
Copthorne, B2 to Rowfant, A2 to meet AS route south of 
Maiden bower Farm, then continue to Pease Pottage and use 
A4 back to Ifield, a total approx. distance of 23 miles, or 
for a longer route: A3 from Ifield,join A 7 at !field Wood 
to Russ Hill, then B 11 to Charlwood. A8 to Gatwick, BS to 
Copthorne, B2 to Rowfant, A12 to Worth Abbey, B4 to 
Balcom be, A 10 to Staplefield, A6 to Slaugham, B3 to 
St Leonards Forest and B7 back to !field. Total distance 
approx. 32 miles. Numerous other combinations are 
possible, but check beforehand to be sure of transport. 
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